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Amendments to the Claims: 

Please amend the claims as indicated below. 
Please cancel claims 26-29 without prejudice. 
Please add new claims 34-36 as presented below. 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 
Claims 1-14 (canceled) 

Claim 15 (currently amended): A multipole overvoltage protection system lor a multiphase 
power supply system, the multipole overvoltage protection system comprising: 

a first overvoltage protection element connected in a first leg of the power supply system; 

a second overvoltage protection element connected in a second leg of the power supply 

el e ment so that th e-seeo nd overvoltag e protection elem ent-i gnites when the first overvolt age 

pfeteetien e l e m e nt igni tes-and-t h e first ov ervolt ag e pro te ction e l e m e nt igni tes w hen-the-seeand 

overv olt age p rotect ion e l e ment ignit e s ; 

a first ignition aid associated with the first overvoltage protection element; and 

a second ignition aid associated with the second overvoltage protection element, the first and 

second ignition aids being eeupled connected to each other via an ignition connection: 

wherein, upon an ignition of the first ignition aid, the first ignition ai d is configured t o cause 

the second ignition aid to ignite via the ignition connection . 

Claim 1 6 (canceled) 
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Claim 17 {currently amended): 



The overvoltage protection system as recited in claim 1 5 



further comprising a central ignition aid circuit connected to the first and second overvoltage 
protection elements. 

Claim 18 (previously presented): The overvoltage protection system as recited in claim 15 
wherein the fust and second overvoltage protection elements are disposed in a common housing. 



the first overvoltage protection element includes a first and a second electrode with a first air 
breakdown spark gap therebetween; and 

the second overvoltage protection element includes a third and a fourth electrode with a 
second air breakdown spark gap therebetweenf 



breakdown spark gap ignites when the second air br e akdown s pafk-gap4g rate9 duo to a pres e nce of 

Claim 20 (previously presented): The overvoltage protection system as recited in claim 1 5 
wherein: 

the first ignition aid includes a first ignition electrode and a first ignition circuit connected to 
the first ignition electrode; and 

the second ignition aid includes a second ignition electrode and a second ignition circuit 
connected to the second ignition electrode. 



Claim 19 (currently amended): 
wherein: 



The overvoltage protection system as recited in claim 15 




des are dispos e d so that th e second air 




t e- fifst - ai f 
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Claim 21 (currently amended): The overvoltage protection system as recited in claim 17 
wherein: 

the first ignition aid includes a first ignition electrode: 

the second iimition aid includes a second ignition electrode: and 

the central ignition aid circuit in cludes a first and a s econd ignition el ectrod e an d a c e ntr al 
ignitien-e-ifetii-t is connected to the first and second ignition electrodes, the first ignition electrode 
cooperating with the first overvoltage protection element and the second ignition electrode 
cooperating with the second overvoltage protection element. 

Claim 22 (previously presented): The overvoltage protection system as recited in claim 19 
wherein the first and second electrodes are disposed coaxially with respect to each other and the 
third and fourth electrodes are disposed coaxially with respect to each other. 

Claim 23 (currently amended): The overvoltage protection system as recited in claim 22 19 



and second el e ctrodes and -a aid is configured to ignite the first air breakdown spark gap, an d the 

second ignition electrode disposed coaxially -^vfcfe- respeet to the third and fourth e l e ctrodes aid Is 
configured to ignite the second air breakdown spark gap . 

Claim 24 (previously presented): The overvoltage protection system as recited in claim 22 
wherein the first, second, third and fourth electrodes each have a respective varying cross-section 
over a length of the respective electrode. 

Claim 25 (previously presented): The overvoltage protection system as recited in claim 24 
wherein the first and second ignition electrode each have a respective varying cross-section over a 
length of the respective electrode. 

Claim 26 (canceled) 




wherein the first ignition 





{ W:\20808\020495 1 us0\00874623.DOC li 
Page 4 of 10 



} 



Application No. 10/500,353 
Resp. Dated January 8, 2007 
Reply to Final Office Action of July 6, 2006 



DocketNo.: 2080S/0204951-US0 



Claim 27 (canceled) 
Claim 28 (canceled) 
Claim 29 (canceled) 

Claim 30 (currently amended): A method for operation of a multipole overvoltage protection 
system in a multiphase power supply system, the overvoltage protection system including a first and 
a second overvoltage protection element each connected in a respective leg of the power supply 
system, the method comprising coupling th e-fifst-and-seeffld-o-vervehage-prot cction elem e nts so 
that t h e se cond overvoltag e-pr-oteetien element ignites when the first ovcrvolta ge-proteeti on e l e m e nt 
ignit e s and so th a t - thc first overvoltage protection ele m e nt ignites when the second overvoltage 
prot e ction element ignite s? 

providing the first overvoltage protection element i ncludes with a first ignition aid; and 
providing the second overvoltage protection element i ncludes with a second ignition aid 
connected so as to ignite when the first ignition aid ignites and so that the first ignit -ien-aid4gnites 
wh e n th e s e cond ig nitio n aid ignites to the first ignition aid via an ignition connection: and 

upon an ignition of the first ignition aid, igniting the second ignition aid via the ignition 
connection . 

Claim 31 (previously presented): The method as recited in claim 30 wherein the multiphase 
power supply system includes a low voltage system. 

Claim 32 (canceled) 

Claim 33 (currently amended): The method as recited in claim 30 wherein: 
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the first overvohage protection element includes a first air breakdown spark gap; and 
the second overvoltage protection element includes a second air breakdown spark gapt 



Claim 34 (new): A multipole overvoltage protection system for a multiphase power supply 
system, the multipole overvoltage protection system comprising: 

a first overvoltage protection element connected in a first leg of the power supply system; 

a second overvoltage protection element connected in a second leg of the power supply- 
system: 

a first ignition electrode configured to ignite the first overvoltage protection element; 

a second ignition electrode configured to ignite the second overvoltage protection element; 

and 

a central ignition circuit connected to the first and second ignition electrodes via respective 
first and second ignition connections and configured, upon an ignition of the first ignition electrode, 
to ignite the second ignition electrode via the second ignition connection. 

Claim 35 (new): The overvoltage protection system as recited in claim 34 wherein: 

the first overvoltage protection element includes a first and a second electrode with a first air 

breakdown spark gap therebetween; and 

the second overvoltage protection element includes a third and a fourth electrode with a 

second air breakdown spark gap therebetween. 

Claim 36 (new): The overvoltage protection system as recited in claim 34 wherein the central 
ignition circuit is configured to ignite the first ignition electrode. 
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